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with that sort of impartiality which consists in
distributing more or less scathing censures all
round, his own personal friends Temple and
Jowett being alone excepted from the general
condemnation.

All these discussions excited public interest to
the highest pitch, and the printing-presses could
barely keep pace with the demand for a book
supposed to have shaken Christianity to its foun-
dations.

Baden Powell, the most advanced Rationalist of
the band, had died soon after the publication of
Essays and Reviews. Of the five remaining
clerical contributors only two, Williams and
Wilson, had laid themselves open to any tangible
charge of heresy, and these two, as it happened,
were also beneficed clergymen. They were prose-
cuted before the Court of Arches, and acquitted on
all but a few counts of the accusation. On this
occasion the Judge decided that a clergyman might,
consistently with his ordination vows, deny the
historical accuracy or the moral soundness of, any
passage in the Bible. On the points where his
judgment went against them, Williams and Wilson
appealed to the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council, and obtained a reversal of the adverse
sentence in every particular. Of the issues finally
decided in their favour the most important related
to the eternity of future punishment. The supreme
tribunal declared, by the mouth of Lord Chancellor
Westbury, that the formularies of the Church were
not sufficiently distinct to warrant the condemna-
tion of a clergyman who hoped for the ultimate
salvation of the sinner.